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f A pleafant  Hiftory,  how  a Deuill 

(named  Rush)  came  to  a Religious 

houfe,  to  feeke  a feruice. 


There  was  fometime  beyond  the  Sea  edified  and 
founded  a certaine  houfe  and  Cloifter  of  Religious 
men,  which  houfe  was  founded  at  a great  Forrefts  fide, 
for  to  maintaine  the  feruice  of  almighty  God,  and  daily 
to  pray  for  their  benefadfors  and  founders,  and  for  the 
faluation  of  their  owne  foules : which  place  by  reafon 
of  their  founders  and  well  difpofed  people  (which  gaue 
vnto  it  largely  of  their  goods  and  pofTeflions)  increafed 
in  riches,  and  euery  man  had  gold  and  filuer  at  their 
will,  and  alfoof  meate  and  drinke  they  had  great  plenty : 
in  fo  much  that  they  were  fo  well  at  eafe  and  had  fo 
much,  that  they  wift  not  what  to  doe  they  were  fo  full 
of  wantonneffe,  whereby  the  feruice  of  almighty  God 
was  not  well  maintained  among  them : for  oftentimes 
they  faid  neither  Mattins  nor  Euenfong  : and  through 
their  great  negligence  they  forgat  cleane  the  charge  that 
they  were  bound  to  when  they  entred  into  their  Reli- 
gion, and  they  lined  more  like  beafts  without  reafon, 
then  like  men  of  good  and  holy  conuerfation : for  they 
haunted  harlots  and  lined  viciously,  and  the  goods  that 
was  giuen  them  by  good  and  well  difpofed  people,  they 
fpent  in  vnthriftineffe  and  rybauldry.  ’ And  when  the 
great  Prince  of  Deuils  which  are  the  Patrones  of  all 
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vices  vnderftood  of  the  great  mifrule  and  vile  lining  of 
thefe  Religious  men : confulted  to  keepe  them  ftill  in 
that  Rate,  and  worfe  if  it  might  be.  And  thefe  be  the 
names  of  the  Deuils. 

Belphegor  who  was  Prince  of  Gluttony,  Afmodeus 
Prince  of  Lechery,  And  Belzebub  Prince  of  Enuie,  with 
many  other  Diuels  affembled  together,  which  reioyced 
for  the  miforder  of  thefe  Religious  men.  And  as  they 
were  all  affembled  together  with  one  accord : they 
chofe  a Diuell  to  goe  and  dwell  among  thefe  Religious 
men,  for  to  maintaine  them  the  longer  in  their  vngracious 
lining,  which  Diuell  was  put  in  rayment  like  an  earthly 
creature,  and  went  to  a Religious  houfe,  and  there  he 
ftood  at  the  gate  a certaine  fpaccall  alone  with  an  heauie 
countenance.  Then  within  a while  after  the  Priour  came 
vnto  the  gate  and  efpied  Rujh  the  young  man  Handing 
there  all  alone.  Anon  he  faid  vnto  him,  what  doff 
thou  here,  and  what  wouldeft  thou  haue.  The 
young  man  with  great  reuerence  anfwered  and  faid : 
Sir,  I am  a poore  young  man,  and  am  out  of  fer- 
uice,  and  faine  would  haue  a Maifter.  And  Sir  if  it 
pleafe  you  to  haue  me,  I ffiall  doe  you  diligent  feruice, 
and  fliall  doe  fo  well  that  you  and  all  your  brethren  and 
couent  fhall  be  glad  of  me,  for  I fhall  keepe  fo  well  your 
fccrets,  that  I tiuft  to  obtaine  at  all  times  your  good 
loue  and  fauour,  and  all  theirs  alfo. 

And  when  the  Priour  had  heard  his  words,  he  was 
mooued  with  pittie,  and  faid : Goe  into  the  Kitchin  to 
the  Cooke,  and  Ihew  him  that  I haue  fent  thee  thi- 
ther, and  bid  him  fliew  thee  what  thou  fhalt  doe : for 
thou  fhalt  be  with  him  a certaine  feafon,  till  that  fbme 
other  better  thing  fall.  Then  the  young  man  made 
his  reuerence  to  the  Priour,  and  thanked  him,  and 
fourth  he  went  to  the  Kitchin,  where  hee  found  the 
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maifter  Cooke.  Anon  he  made  reuerence  vnto  hini, 
and  faid  : Sir,  my  Maifter  the  Priour  hath  fent  me  hi- 
ther vnto  you,  and  he  commaundeth  you  to  ftiew  me 
what  I fliall  doe,  for  I muft  be  here  and  helpe  you. 
The  maifter  Cooke  anfwered  and  faid,  you  be  welcome. 
And  anonhee  fet  him  to  fuch  bufinefle  as  he  had  to  doe. 
And  thus  the  Deuill  became  vnder-Cooke  in  thence 
that  he  was  afligned  vnto,  by  the  Prince  of  Droils. 
And  then  hee  faid  (laughing  to  himfelfe)  as  followeth. 

Thefe  being  the  words  of  the  DeuilL 

T Am  right  glad  that  my  purpofe  is  come  fo  well  to 
^ pafle,  for  now  all  mine  intent  is  fulfilled,  and  I doubt 
not  but  all  ftiall  be  ours  : for  I fhall  make  fuch  debate 
and  ftrife  among  the  Friers,  that  they  fhall  neuer  be  at 
concord  and  peace.  And  I fhall  make  them  good 
ftaues  wherewith  the  one  fhall  beate  well  the  other ; 
and  often  times  they  fhal  lye  together  by  the  eares,  in 
lb  much  that  there  was  neuer  feen  nor  heard  tell  of  fuch 
a rumour  and  difcord  in  no  Cloyfterinthe  world.  And 
I fhall  vfe  my  felfe  fo,  that  I fhall  be  in  great  loue  and 
fauour  among  them. 

Then  within  foure  or  fiue  dayes  after,  it  fortuned 
that  the  Priour  came  into  the  Kitchin,  and  there  he 
found  the  young  man,  to  whom  he  faid,  where  waft: 
thou  borne,  and  what  is  thy  name  ? The  young  man 
anfwered  and  faid.  Sir,  I was  borne  very  farre  hence,  and 
RuJJ:>  is  my  name.  Then  faid  the  Priour  vnto  him, 
Rujhy  canft  thou  couple  Hounds  together  ? Yea  Sir 
(faid  Rujh)  that  I can  doe  right  well,  and  more  then 
that,  for  I can  couple  men  and  women  together,  which 
is  a more  maftrie,  and  alfo  Sir  (if  neede  be)  I can  con- 
uay  a faire  woman  into  your  chamber,  and  conuay  her 
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home  againe  in  the  morning  fo  fecretly,  that  no  man 
lhall  fpye  it.  And  alfo  I fhall  keepe  your  counfaile  fo 
fecretly,  that  it  fhall  neuer  be  knowne.  And  when  the 
Priour  heard  Rujh  fpeake  fo,  he  was  right  glad  of  him, 
and  faid  : RuJJd^  if  thou  canft  doe  as  thou  haft  faid  ? I 
ftiall  reward  thee  well  for  thy  labour,  and  thou  fhalt 
be  rtw  moft  welbeloued  feruant : wherefore  make  an  end 
of  nty  bufineffe,  for  foone  thou  fhalt  goe  a little  way  on 
a meflage  for  me,  and  fo  he  departed  and  went  to  flip- 
per. And  when  euery  man  had  flipped,  and  RuJh  had 
done  all  his  bufinefle  in  the  Kitchin,  hee  came  vnto  his 
maifter  the  Priour,  and  faid.  Sir,  what  is  your  will  with 
me  ? the  Priour  anfwered  and  faid : here  a little  befide 
dwelleth  a fairc  Gentlewoman,  the  which  I loue  very 
well,  but  I dare  not  difcouer  my  minde  vnto  her  my 
felfe  : and  if  thou  canft  finde  the  meanes  to  bring  her 
fecretly  vnto  me,  I ftiall  reward  thee  right  well  for  thy 
labour  and  paine.  And  when  Rujh  had  heard  the 
words  of  his  Maifter,  and  knew  all  his  minde,  he  an- 
fwered and  faid : Sir,  be  of  good  cheere,  and  let  mee 
alone  with  that  matter ; for  I fhall  goe  vnto  the  Gentle- 
womans houfe,  and  I fhall  fay  your  meflage  fo  well, 
that  this  night  fhe  fhall  come  to  you  : and  fo  departed 
Rujb  from  his  Maifter,  and  went  ftraight  vnto  this  Gen- 
tlewomans houfe.  And  when  he  was  thither  come, 
hee  found  the  Gentlewoman  fitting  all  alone.  And 
when  Rujh  was  efpied  of  her,  he  made  vnto  her  great 
courtefie,  and  with  many  reuerences  thefe  words  he 
faid. 
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How  a Deuill  named  Rujlo  came  vntd  a Gentlewomans 
houfe,  and  how  he  brought  her  priuily 
vnto  his  Maifters  chamber. 

REft  ycm  merry  faire  Miftrefle,  the  moft  faireft  crea- 
ture in  the  world.  My  Maifter  greeteth  you  by 
me,  defiring  you  to  come  and  fpeake  with  him.  Then 
faid  the  Gentlewoman  to  Rujh,  who  is  your  Maifter, ’and 
what  is  his  will  with  me  ? faire  Miftrefle,  faid  Rujh^ 
I will  (hew  you,  my  Maifter  is  the  Priour  in  a houfe  of 
Religion  here  befide,  and  he  loueth  you  fo  well  except 
that  you  come  vnto  him  this  night,  I know  he  will  be 
dead  for  forrow. 

Here  followeth  the  anfwere  of  the  Gentlewoman. 

ANd  when  the  Gentlewoman  had  heard  the  words 
of  RuJJd^  fhee  anfwered  and  faid,  Faire  Sir,  it  were 
great  pittie  that  the  Gentleman  fldould  die  for  my  fake, 
and  rather  then  he  fliould  fo  doe  for  me,  I will  come  to 
him,  and  ftiew  him  all  the  courtefie  that  I can.  Rujli 
was  very  glad  of  thofe  comfortable  words,  and  thought 
that  his  enterprife  was  well  brought  to  palfe,  and  he 
faid  vnto  her : Faire  Miftrefle,  may  it  pleafe  you  to  take 
the  labour  and  goe  with  me,  and  I fhall  bring  you  to  my 
Mafter,  and  as  I fuppofe,  hee  will  make  you  good  cheare, 
and  Gold  and  Siluer  you  fhall  lacke  none,  for  hee  hath 
great  plenty  thereof.  Then  faide  the  Gentlewoman, 
Sir,  I pray  you  let  vs  depart  hence : for  as  I fuppofe  the 
Gentleman  looketh  long  for  vs.  So  foorth  they  went 
both  together,  till  they  came  to  the  Priours  Chamber. 
And  when  the  Priour  fawe  that  fhe  was  come : he  was 
the  gladdeft  man  in  the  world,  and  thanked  Rujh  much 
for  his  labour  and  paine : And  fo  the  Priour  receiued 
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her  into  his  chamber,  and  there  he  made  her  good  cheerc, 
and  they  had  good  meate  and  wine  great  plenty.  And  | 
when  they  had  well  refrelhed  themfelues,  Rujh  departed, 
and  went  to  the  Kitchin,  and  left  the  Priour  and  the 
Gentlewoman  alone,  and  there  (he  faued  the  Priours 
life.  And  when  RuJh  was  in  the  Kitchin,  hee  faid  vnto 
himfelfe : I am  right  glad  that  I haue  brought  this  mat- 
ter fo  well  to  palie : and  I doubt  not  but  they  will  agree 
well  enough  together,  for  they  be  both  of  one  accord. 
And  when  the  other  Friers  perceiued  that  Rujh  was 
fuch  a priuie  fellow,  and  fo  well  could  keepe  counfaile : 
they  defired  him  to  helpe  them  alfo,  and  fo  he  did  : for 
he  brought  to  euery  man,  the  woman  that  they  moft 
defired,  whereof  they  had  great  meruaile.  But  they 
were  fo  blinded  with  ignorance,  that  they  neuer  per- 
ceived that  he  was  a very  Deuill,  but  euery  man  had 
him  in  lone  and  fauour. 

How  Frier  Rujh  threw  the  maifter  Cooke  into  a kettell 
of  water  feething  vpon  the  fire,  wherein  he  died. 

IT  befell  vpon  a day  that  Rujh  went  forth  to  fport  1 1 
him,  an  Cl  it  was  very  late  ere  he  came  home  againe, 
and  the  maifter  Cooke  was  very  angry  with  him  that 
hee  was  fo  long  abfent.  And  as  foone  as  Rujh  was 
entred  into  the  Kitchin  : the  Cooke  began  to  chide,  and 
faid  vnto  him,  thou  horfon  knaue  where  haft  thou 
beene  fo  long : and  with  a great  ftaffe  hee  laid  vpon 
Rujh  and  beat  him  fore.  And  when  Rujh  faw  that  the 
Cooke  was  angry,  and  fo  farre  out  of  reafon,  and  that 
he  had  beaten  him  fore : anon  he  began  to  waxe  very 
angry  with  the  maifter  Cooke,  and  faid  vnto  him : thou 
horfon  villaine,  why  haft  thou  beaten  me  thus : I will 
be  reuengcd  on  thee : and  fuddainly  he  caught  him  in 
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his  armes,  and  threw  him  into  a great  kettell  which 
was  full  of  water  feething  vpon  the  fire,  and  faid,  lye 
thou  there  in  the  Diuels  name : for  now  thou  fhalt 
neither  fight  nor  chide  no  more  with  me  : and  fo  Rup 
flew  the  Maifter  Cooke.  Then  when  hee  had  fo  done, 
hee  departed  out  of  the  Kitchin,  and  went  to  the  next 
Towne  to  fetch  the  faire  woman  againe  for  his  Maif- 
ter : and  in  his  abfence  certaine  of  the  Friers  came  into 
the  Kitchin  to  fpeake  with  Rufi^  but  they  found  no 
body  llirring  therein,  and  fome  of  them  went  to  fland 
by  the  fires  fide,  to  tarie  till  RuJJ:>  came  in : for  they 
thought  he  would  not  tarie  long.  And  as  they  flood 
talking  by  the  fires  fide,  they  fpied  a man  in  the  Kettell 
feething  vpon  the  fire.  And  anon  they  perceiued  that 
it  was  the  maifter  Cooke,  whereof  they  were  greatly 
abafhed.  And  with  that  (crying  out)  they  went  vnto 
the  Priour  and  fhewed  him  that  the  maifter  Cooke  had 
drowned  himfelfe  in  a Kettell  feething  vpon  the  fire  in 
the  Kitchin : for  which  tydings  the  Priour  was  right 
fotrie.  And  in  the  meane  feafon  Rujh  came  home,  and 
had  conueyed  the  woman  into  his  Maifters  chamber. 
And  anon  the  Friers  fhewed  Rup^  of  the  great  misfor- 
tune that  was  fallen  on  the  Maifter  Cooke  in  the 
Kitchin,  and  he  made  as  he  had  beene  forrie  therefore, 
and  had  knowne  nothing  thereof,  and  he  was  in  great 
loue  and  fauour  with  the  Priour  and  all  the  Friers,  that 
they  miftmfted  him  nothing  for  that  deede,  and  fo 
there  was  no  more  mention  of  the  Maifter  Cooke. 
Then  the  Priour  commanded  that  Rujh  ftiould  be  made 
Cooke,  and  all  the  Couent  was  right  glad  of  that,  and 
fo  he  was  himfelfe  alfo,  for  he  thought  his  enterprifes 
came  well  to  pafle  after  his  minde,  and  as  he  would 
haue  it.  Thus  Rujh  became  Maifter  Cooke  in  the 
Kitchin,  and  drefled  their  meate  meruailous  well : for 
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in  the  Lent,  and  in  the  Aduent,  both  Fridayes  and  alfo 
other  dayes,  he  put  Bacon  into  their  pottage  pot,  the 
which  made  the  pottage  to  favour  well,  and  he  drelfed 
their  meate  fo  delicioufly,  that  the  Priour  and  all  the 
Friers  had  great  meruaile  that  he  did  it  fo  well : in  fo 
much  that  they  faid  he  did  much  better  then  their  other 
Maifter  Cooke  did,  & that  he  was  a more  cunninger 
man  in  his  occupation,  and  could  doe  much  better  in 
his  office.  Thus  KuJIj  continued  in  that  office  the 
fpace  of  feauen  yeares,  and  did  right  well,  and  euery 
man  had  him  in  loue  and  fauour.  Then  it  fortuned 
vpon  a day  the  Priour  and  his  brethren  were  af- 
fembled  together  in  a generall  counfaile,  and  as  they 
Hood  talking  together,  the  Priour  remembred  liujhy 
and  anon  he  faid  vnto  his  brethren  : Friends  we  haue 
here  Rujh  which  is  our  Maifter  Cooke  in  our  Kitchin, 
and  he  is  an  olde  feruant,  and  much  diligent  and  true 
feruice  he  hath  done  to  vs,  and  he  hath  continued 
among  vs  longer  then  'any  feruant  that  euer  wee  had  : 
wherefore  me  thinke  it  reafon,  that  hee  were  promoted 
into  fome  other  office,  and  made  a brother  among  vs. 
Then  all  the  whole  Couent  with  one  voice  faid  they 
were  content  it  fhould  fo  be.  So  the  Priour  fent  for 
Rujhf  and  when  he  was  come  before  him  and  all  his 
brethren,  the  Priour  faid,  RuJJ:)  it  is  fo,  thou  haft  beene 
here  a long  feafon,  and  we  haue  found  thee  hitherto  a 
true  and  diligent  feruant,  wherefore  wee  will  that  thou 
be  promoted,  and  take  vpon  thee  an  habite  as  we  haue, 
and  to  become  a brother  among  vs.  Rujh  anfweied 
and  faid  : my  Maifters  I thanke  you  all,  and  then  the 
Priour  gaue  RuJh  an  habite,  and  put  it  on  his  backe, 
and  fo  Rup  became  a brother  in  the  place,  neuerthe- 
leife  he  kept  his  office  ftill. 
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How  Frier  Rujh  made  Truncheons  for  the  Friers  to 

fight  withall. 

WHen  Rup  had  on  the  habite  of  'a  Frier,  and  was 
a brother  in  the  place,  he  had  more  vacation 
dayes  then  he  had  before.  And  as  a King  or  a great 
Prince  prepareth  ordinances  againft  their  warres,  in 
likewife  did  Frier  Rufh  : for  when  all  his  bufineffc  was 
done  in  the  Kitchin,  and  that  he  had  leyfure,  he  went 
and  fate  in  the  Port  of  the  vtter  gate,  and  there  he  was 
making  of  good  bigge  Truncheons  of  Oke.  And  he  made 
them  with  Hilts  ouer  the  hand  for  (lipping,  of  the  which 
the  other  Friers  had  great  meniaile,  & demanded  of  him 
wherefore  he  made  thofe  Truncheons.  Rup  anfwered 
and  faid  ; Faire  Sirs,  I make  them  for  this  intent : that 
if  there  come  any  theeues  hither  for  to  rob  vs,  and  to 
fpoile  our  place,  yet  (hall  we  haue  weapons  to  defend  vs 
withall.  And  therefore  I make  them.  And  moreouer, 
when  any  neede  (hall  be,  come  to  mee  and  euery  man 
(liall  haue  one,  and  they  (hall  be  ready  at  your  com- 
mandement,  and  then  the  Friers  thanked  him  and  fo 
departed.  Then  it  fortuned  vpon  a day,  that  the  Pri- 
our  and  Subpriour  fell  at  difcord,  and  were  greeuously 
angry,  the  one  with  the  other,  and  would  haue  fought 
together,  but  onely  for  (hame  : neuerthelelTe,  the  anger 
abode  (till  in  their  hearts,  and  all  was  for  an  harlot 
within  a while  after,  the  noyfe  fpread  abroad  among 
the  Friers,  that  the  Priour  and  the  Subpriour  were 
fallen  at  difcord,  for  the  which  they  were  angry  in  their 
mindes.  And  they  that  loued  the  Priour,  tooke  his  part, 
and  they  that  loued  the  Subpriour,  tooke  his  part,  and  fo 
they  murmured  among  themfelues.  Then  they  ap- 
pointed in  their  mindes  to  reuenge  their  quarrels  at  one 
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time  or  other,  and  fo  to  make  a more  furer  way  in  ful- 
filling their  malicious  mindes  and  angry  hearts,  eueiy 
man  after  other  went  priuately  to  Frier  to  lend  them 
ftaues,  in  fomuch  that  there  was  not  a Frier  in  the  place 
but  he  had  one,  and  they  neuer  went  without  their 
ffaues  vnder  their  habite,  and  the  one  knew  not  that  the 
other  had  any,  they  kept  them  fo  fecretly.  And  when 
Frier  RuJJo  had  deliuered  all  his  ftaues,  he  was  right 
glad  in  his  heart,  for  he  knew  right  well  there  fhould 
be  a great  fray  among  them,  either  one  time  or  other. 
So  it  fortuned  afterward,  as  it  is  a common  cuftome 
among  Religious  people  at  an  high  feaft,  to  keepe  fo- 
lemne  feruice,  and  euery  man  to  be  at  Mattens  at  mid- 
night, and  fo  vpon  a good  night,  all  the  whole  Couent 
affembled  together  in  theQuier,  and  were  ready  to  begin 
Mattens,  they  taried  for  nothing  but  for  the  comming 
of  the  Priour.  Then  anon  the  Priour  came  into  the 
Quier,  and  fate  him  downe  in  his  place,  and  as  he 
looked  about  him,  he  efpied  that  the  Subpriour  was 
there  prefent,  and  with  that  his  heart  began  to  grudge 
of  the  olde  anger  that  was  fallen  betweene  them  two, 
and  he  thought  in  his  minde  that  he  could  neuer  be 
reuenged  in  a better  time,  and  fodainly  he  rofe  out  of 
his  place,  and  went  to  the  Subpriour,  and  with  his  fift 
he  gaue  him  a good  buffet,  and  the  Subpriour  which 
was  moued  with  the  stroke,  ftarted  vnto  the  Priour  and 
gaue  him  another  buffet,  and  with  that  they  went 
freflily  together  by  the  earcs,  and  when  the  other  Friers 
faw  that,  euery  man  rofe  out  of  their  places,  and  drew 
out  their  Truncheons,  and  together  they  went:  who 
had  been  there  fhould  have  feene  good  buffets  giuen  on 
both  parties.  And  when  Frier  Rujh  faw  that  they  were 
fighting  together,  anon  he  blew  out  all  the  Candles  and 
Lamps  that  were  burning  in  the  Church,  and  left  no 
• manner 
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manner  of  light  therein  whereby  the  one  might  fee  the 
other  ' and  when  he  had  fo  done,  he  tooke  his  Trun- 
cheon in  his  hand,  and  went  into  the  Quier  among  the 
thickest  of  the  Friers  the  which  were  fighting  freflily 
without  light,  and  there  he  laid  fo  luftily  about,  that 
many  of  them  he  felled  to  the  ground,  and  left  them 
there  for  dead,  and  when  he  had  fo  done,  he  hole  his 
way  from  them,  and  as  liee  went,  he  found  ftanding  in 
the  portall  of  the  Quier,  a great  olde  Defke,  and  anon 
hee  tooke  the  Defke  betweene  both  his  hands,  and  threw 
it  oner  the  portall  into  the  Quier  among  all  the  Friers, 
and  hurt  many  fore,  in  fo  much  that  fome  had  an  arme 
broken,  and  fome  a legge,  and  other  fome  had  their 
nofes  cleane  pared  from  their  faces,  that  the  bloud  ranne 
in  their  mouthes,  and  as  for  broken  heads  to  the  hard 
fcalpe  were  no  dainty,  for  euery  man  had  one,,  there 
fcaped  none  free  away,  who  had  been  there,  fliould 
haue  had  a goodly  paftime  to  fee  the  Friers  creepe  about 
the  Quier,  and  in  fteedeof  [Domine  labia)  they  cried  out 
alas  and  well  away.  Then  when  the  fray  was  done,  and 
all  the  noyfe  feafed,  Kujh  came  in  among  them  with  a 
Candell  light  in  his  hand,  and  made  as  he  had  knowne 
nothing  thereof,  and  faid  to  them  : Fie  for  fhame  Sirs, 
how  fortuned  this  difcord  to  fall  among  your  felues  ? I 
fee  well  now  you  regard  not  your  honour,  nor  the  good 
name  of  your  place.  All  the  people  fhall  fay  ye  be  not 
honest,  nor  good  religious  men,  the  which  words  I 
would  be  loath  to  heare,  and  I may  not  fuffer  our  place 
fo  to  fall  in  an  euill  name : wherefore  good  Mafters,  I 
require  you  to  fet  your  hearts  at  reft,  and  put  the  matter 
into  my  hands,  and  I fhall  doe  fo  much  that  all  fhall  be 
well,  and  you  fhal  be  good  friends  againe,  and  no  words 
fhall  be  fpoken  thereof,  then  euery  man  complained  to 
him  of  their  great  hurt,  and  he  made  femblance  as  he 
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had  been  forie  therefore  and  then  they  that  could  goe» 
went  up  to  their  Sels,  and  they  that  could  not  goe,  did 
creepe  vp  as  well  as  they  could,  and  laid  them  downe  in 
their  beds,  and  there  they  lay  till  they  were  whole  againe, 
and  in  the  fpace  of  three  weekes  and  more,  God  was  euill 
ferued,  for  in  all  that  fpace  they  fung  neither  Mattins 
nor  Euensong,  nor  neuer  entred  into  the  Church  for  it 
was  fufpended,  and  for  fliame  they  durft  neuer  let  it  be 
knowne.  And  when  they  were  all  whole,  and  euery 
man  vpon  his  feete  againe,  and  might  goe  about  the 
houfe,  they  brought  againe  their  staues  to  Frier  RuJJj,  and 
thanked  him  much,  and  then  Frier  RuJJ}  faidvntothem  : 
Sirs  when  ye  liaue  neede  of  them  againe,  ye  fhall  finde 
them  here  ready  at  your  commandement,  for  which 
they  gaue  him  thankes,  and  departed.  When  Frier^ 
Rujh  law  that  they  were  gone,  and  that  he  had  all  his 
ftaues  againe,  he  laughed  vnto  himfelf  and  faid : I am 
right  joyfull  that  mine  enterprifes  be  come  fo  well  to 
palfe,  for  I haue  done  many  mifchieuous  deeds  fince  I 
came  firft,  and  yet  I will  doe  more  before  I depart 
hence,  for  I fliall  caufe  them  to  be  damned,  and  I fhall 
bring  their  bodies  and  foules  into  the  burning  fire  of 
hell,  there  to  remaine  world  without  end,  and  of  me 
fhall  be  fpoken  a thoufand  yeeres  hereafter. 

How  Frier  RuJh  gryraed  the  Waggon  with  Tarre,  and 
what  cheare  he  made  in  the  Country. 

ANother  time  it  fortuned  that,  the  Priour  had  a 
iourney  to  ride  into  the  Country  about  a little  bu- 
finefle  that  hee  had  there  to  doe,  and  anon  he  called  Rujh 
his  feruant  vnto  him  and  faid,  Rujh  goe  thy  way  into 
the  Court,  and  take  with  thee  a difh  full  of  greace,  and 
greace  well  the  wheeles  and  Axeltrees  of  the  Waggon, 

and 


of  Frier  Rufli.  13 

and  make  all  things  ready  againft  to  morrow  in  the 
morning,  for  I muft  ride  forth  to-morrow  betimes,  then 
departed  from  his  Maifter,  and  went  about  his 
bufineffe,  and  in  fteed  of  greace,  bee  tooke  a great  veffell 
full  of  Tarre,  and  anointed  the  Waggon  all  ouer  with 
it,  both  within  and  without,  and  efpecially  in  the  place 
where  the  Priour  fhould  fit : and  when  he  had  done,  he 
returned  to  his  Maifters  chamber,  then  the  Priour  de- 
manded of  Rujhi  if  he  had  done  as  he  commanded  him  : 
yea  Sirfaid  Rujh,  ye  may  ride  when  pleafe  you,  and  fo 
they  went  to  their  beds.  Then  on  the  morrow  after, 
the  Priour  and  Rujh  his  feruant  with  his  other  com- 
pany, rofe  vp  very  early  in  the  morning  for  to  accom- 
plifh  their  iourney,  and  forth  they  went  vnto  their  Wag- 
gon, and  when  the  Priour  was  entred  therein,  hee  per- 
ceiued  himfelfe  all  to  berayed  and  fmeyred,  and  all  his 
clothes  were  filed  therewith : and  then  he  faid  to  RuJh, 
thou  lewd  fellow,  what  haft  thou  done  to  this  Waggon 
that  I am  thus  arayed  therein  ? RuJh  anfwered  and  faid  : 
Sir,  I have  done  nothing  but  as  you  commanded  me. 
That  is  notfo  faid  the  Priour,  for  I commaunded  thee  to 
take  greace  and  greafe  but  the  wheeles  and  the  Axel- 
trees,  and  thou  haft  taken  Tarre  and  annointed  it  all 
ouer,  both  within  and  without.  Why  haft  thou  done 
fo  ? Sir  faid  Rujh,  I vnderftoode  you  bad  me  doe  fo. 
And  when  the  Priour  fa  we  there  was  no  other  remedie, 
he  commanded  his  feruants  to  make  ready  another 
Waggon,  and  in  the  meane  feafon,  the  Priour  went  into 
his  Chamber,  and  put  on  another  habite,  and  cameagainc 
and  mounted  into  the  Waggon  and  went  their  way, 
and  fo  long  they  rode,  that  they  came  to  their  iourneyes 
end.  And  when  they  were  alighted  at  their  lodging, 
the  Priour  called  for  his  fupper,  and  anon  euery  thing 
was  made  ready,  and  the  good  man  of  the  houfe  and^ 
■ fiB  the 
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thePriour  fate  downe  to  fupper  together,  and  made  good 
cheere  and  then  the  Priour  called  for  wine  of  the  heft, 
and  anon  he  had  his  commandement.  And  when  the 
good  man  of  the  houfe  and  the  Priour  had  fupped,  Rujh 
and  his  fellowes  fate  downe  to  the  reuerfions  that  their 
Maifters  had  left,  but  they  had  no  wine:  wherefore 
Rufi  was  very  fad,  and  euer  he  mufed  by  what  policie 
he  might  get  fome  wine.  And  anon  he  called  the  wife 
of  the  houfe  and  faid  : Miftrefle,  I pray  you  fill  a pot- 
tle of  wine  for  me  and  my  fellowes,  and  fo  fhee  did : 
and  when  that  was  gone,  they  called  for  another : and 
then  they  called  for  the  third,  and  fo  ended  their  fup- 
per. Then  on  the  morrow  when  the  Priour  had  done 
all  his  bufinefle,  and  was  ready  to  returne  home  againe  : 
he  called  for  a reckoning.  And  anon,  the  good  wife 
came  in  and  gaue  him  a reckoning  of  all  things,  both 
horfe  meate  and  mans  meate;  and  at  laft,  the  reckoned 
three  pottels  of  wine  that  RuJJo  and  his  fellowes  had. 
And  when  the  Priour  heard  that  his  feruants  liad 
drunke  fo  much  wine  : Anon  he  began  to  waxe  very 
angry,  and  alked  her,  who  comrnanded  her  to  fill  in  fo 
much  wine  ? the  wife  anfwered  and  faid : Sir,  RuJh  your 
feruant  commaunded  me  to  fill  it  in,  and  he  faid  that  you 
fhould  pay  therefore.  Then  anon  the  Priour  called  for 
Rujh^  and  faid  vnto  him  : Thou  lewd  Knaue,  why  hast 
thou  drunke  fo  much  wine  ? Might  no  lefle  then  pottels 
feme  thee  and  thy  fellowes  ? Sir,  faid  RuJJ:^  we  haue  not 
drunke  fo  much,  for  your  horfes  hath  had  two  of  the 
pottels.  My  horfes,  laid  the  Priour  : what  lliould  they 
do  with  wine?  Yes  Sir,  faid  Ri^,  your  horfes- laboured 
forer  than  we  did,  and  were  very  weary,  and  they  had 
nothing  but  Hay  and  Oates  : wherefore,  me  thought  it 
needefull  to  giiie  them  fome  good  drinke  to  their  courfe 
meate  to  comfort  their  hearts  withall,  and  to  caufe  them 
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to  be  the  luftier,  and  to  haue  the  better  courage  to  bring 
you  homeward.  And  when  the  Priour  had  heard  that 
anfwere  of  and  faw  there  was  no  remedy  but  pa-* 
tience  : he  paid  for  the  wine,  and*  all  things  that  he  had 
taken  there,  and  fo  rode  home  in  his  Waggon,  and  Frier 
Ru/h  neiier  went  forth  againe  with  his  Maffer. 

How  the  Priour  made  Frier  Rufh  Sexton  among  the 
Friers,  and  how  he  charged  him  to  giuehim  know- 
ledge how  many  Friers  were  abfent  from 
Mattins  at  midnight,  and  what 

they  were.  ' 

WHen  the  Prior  was  come  home,  hee  made  Frier 
Rujh  Sexton  of  the  Church,  and  his  office  was  to 
ring  the  bell  and  to  light  the  candles,  and  to  cal  the 
Friers  to  Mattins  at  mid-night,  and  alfo  the  Prior 
commaunded  Rufh  & charged  him,  that  he  fhould  take 
good  heede  that  there  were  none  of  the  Friers  abfent 
from  Mattins,  and  if  there  were  to  giue  him  knowledge 
thereof,  then  faide  RuJh  to  his  mafter:  Sir  all  your  com- 
maundement  ffialbe  fulfilled,  and  fo  they  departed. 
And  within  three  or  foure  nights  after,  Rujh  efpied 
certaine  of  the  Friers  that  were  abfent,  and  he  marked 
them  well,  and  on  the  morrow  after  he  prefented  them 
to  the  Prior,  and  anon  the  Prior  caufed  them  to  come 
before  him,  and  gaue  them  a check,  for  their  being  ab- 
fent j in  a little  time,  Rujh  had  prefented  them  all  which 
caufed  the  Prior  to  be  greatly  offended  with  them  : 
when  they  perceiued  that  Rujh  had  made  fuch  com- 
plaints againft  them,  they  had  him  in  much  difdaine, 
but  they  could  not  amend  it : for  hee  had  them  in  fuch 
great  feare,  that  neuer  after  they  durft  be  abfent,  but 
' well 
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well  was  hee  that  might  be  firft  in  the  Qmer.  When 
^ujh  perceiued  the  Fryers  had  him  in  To  great  feare,  he 
deuifed  to  doe  fome  mifehieuous  thing  among  them ; 
and  vpon  a night,  a little  before  he  fhould  ring  to  Mat- 
tins,  he  went  and  brake  downe  the  ftaires  of  the  Dorter, 
and  when  he  had  fo  done,  hee  went  and  rung  to  Mat- 
tins,  and  lighted  the  Lamps  .&  Candles  in  the  Church, 
and  went  into  the  Dorter,  and  called  vp  the  Fryers,  and 
fo  came  and  fate  at  the  ftaires  foote  as  he  was  wont  to 
doe  j he  had  fttten  there  but  a while,  but  anon  there 
came  one,  who  thought  no  hurt  but  to  goe  foberly  into 
the  Quier  as  he  was  wont  to  doe,  and  when  he  came  to 
the  ftaires  downe  he  fell,  and  had  a meruailous  great 
fa]  : then  faid  Rujh^  thou  art  one.  Prefently  there 
came  another,  andlikewife  downe  he  fell  and  had  a fore 
fall,  thou  art  two,  faid  Anon  came  the  third 

Frier,  which  had  a mightie  great  bellie,  and  was  a 
grofle  man,  and  he  made  great  haft,  for  lie  feared  that 
he  fhould  haue  been  laft,  & when  he  came  to  the 
ftaires,  downe  he  fell  on  his  fellowes  necks,  and  he  was 
fo  great  and  fo  heauie,  that  almoft  he  had  mifehieued  ^ 
his  fellowes  that  lay  vnder  him : thou  makeft  three  ! 
faid  Rujh.  And  with  that  there  came  feauen  or  eight 
together,  and  downe  they  fell  all  at  once.  Softly  maf- 
ters  for  lhame,  faid  Rujh^  ye  come  too  many  at  once,  ye 
were  not  wont  to  be  fo  haftie,  but  now  I perceiue  well 
ye  would  deceiue  me,  and  one  would  excufe  the  other, 
and  therefore  ye  come  fo  thick  to  blind  me  in  my  tale : 
How  fhould  I now  giue  account  to  the  Prior  of 
them  that  be  abfent  ? Surely  I cannot  tell,  but  now  I 
fee  well,  ye  be  too  fubtil  for  me,  I would  fome  other  man 
had  mine  office,  and  made  as  though  he  had  beene  verie 
angrie  with  them.  Then  the  Fryers,  fuch  as  could  goe, 
though  it  were  to  their  paines,  rofe  vp  againe,  and 
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limping  went  into  the  Qmer,  and  they  that  fell  firft  and 
lay  vnder,  were  fore  hurt  and  could  not  goe,  and  fpecially 
the  Frier  with  the  great  belly : yet  neuerthelefTe,they  crept 
into  the  Qmer,  as  well  as  they  could.  And  when  they 
were  all  affembled  together  in  the  Quier,  each  of  them 
complained  to  other  of  their  great  hurts,  and  fo  they  be- 
gan Mattins : who  had  beene  there,  fhould  haue  heard 
a heauie  fong  and  a fad,  for  they  were  not  merrie  in 
their  hearts,  their  paines  were  fo  great.  When  Mat- 
tins  was  done,  they  that  could  goe,  went  vp  againe  into 
their  lodgings,  and  they  that  could  not  goe,  lay  ftill  in 
the  Quier  all  night : On  the  morrow,  word  was  brought 
to  the  Prior  of  the  great  misfortune  that  was  fallen 
among  the  Friers  at  midnight : for  the  which  misfor- 
tune the  Prior  was  greatly  difpleafed  and  angry  in  his 
minde,  Sc  thought  verily  it  was  Rujhes  deede,  for  hee 
had  done  diuers  euill  turnes  before.  Then  the  Prior 
lent  for  Ri(/h  to  come  fpeake  with  him,  and  when  he 
was  come.  Prior  faid  \nto  Rujh^  how  fell  this  misfor- 
tuneto  nightamong  the  Friers, that  they  be  fo  fore  hurt  ? 
Sir  faid  Rujh,  I lhall  fhew  you,  it  is  not  vnknowne  vnto 
you,  that  when  you  put  me  firft  into  this  office,  ye  com- 
maunded  me  to  giue  you  knowledge  when  any  of  my 
brethren  were  abfent  from  Mattins,  and  fo  haue  I done 
diuers  times,  whereby  many  of  them  have  beene  ftient 
and  chidden  by  you,  and  for  that  caufe,  they  owe  me 
euill  will,  and  faine  would  haue  me  out  of  this  office, 
if  they  wift  how.  And  for  to  accomplifti  their  delire, 
and  to  caufe  you  to  be  difpleafed  with  mee : I lhall  Ihew 
you  what  they  haue  done  this  night.  Sir  it  is  fo,  that 
when  the  time  was  come,  I rung  to  Mattins  and  lighted 
candles,  and  made  all  things  readie,  and  when  I had  fo 
done  I went  into  the  Dorter  to  euery  mans  Sell  and 
called  them  vp,  then  I went  and  ftoode  at  the  ftaire 
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foot,  for  to  tell  them  as  they  came  downe,  as  I was  ac- 
cuftomed  to  doe,  and  to  knowe  who  came  to  Mattins, 
and  who  did  not,  and  for  fpite  that  I fhould  not  reckon 
them,  they  came  all  on  a clufter,  and  for  haft  the  one 
thrnft  the  other  downe  the  ftaires,  and  he  that  had  the 
greateft  belly,  had  the  hardeft  fall ; now  if  they  hurt 
themfelues,  what  might  I doe  with  all  ? And  when  the 
Prior  had  heard  the  words  of  Rujlo,  he  wift  not  what  to 
fay,  but  for  to  voyde  all  tribulations  and  misfortunes 
that  might  fall  in  time  to  come,  he  put  Rttp  out  of  his 
office,  and  fet  him  in  the  Kitchin  againe,  and  when  he 
was  there  all  alone,  he  laughed  to  himfeife  and  faid : 
this  enterprife  is  well  brought  to  palfe,  and  I haue  made 
a good  feufe  thereof  to  the  Prior,  yet  will  I doe  more  ere 
I depart  out  of  this  place. 


How  RuJJo  went  forth  a fporting,  and  was  late  forth, 
and  how  in  his  way  comming  home,  he  found  a 
Cowe,  which  Cowe  he  deuided  into  two  parts,  the 
one  halfe  hee  tooke  on  his  necke  and  caried  it  with 
- him,  and  the  other  halfe  he  left  ftill : and  how  foone 
he  had  made  it  ready  for  the  Friers  fuppers. 

IT  befell  vpon  a time  that  Rujh  when  all  his  bufinefle 
was  done  in  the  Kitchin,  he  would  goe  forth  into 
the  Countrey  to  fport  him  and  to  pafle  the  time  with 
good  company : as  hee  walked  on  his  way,  his  chaunce 
was  to  come  into  a village,  which  was  two  or  three 
mile  from  the  place  where  hee  did  dwell,  and  when  hee 
was  entred  into  the  village,  hee  looked  round  about  him 
in  euery  corner  to  finde  out  fome  company  to  make 
merrie  withall : and  at  the  laft,  efpied  an  Alehoufe,  and 
in  he  entred,  and  there  hee  found  good  fell  owes  playing 
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at  Gardes,  and  drinking,  and  made  cheare : then  Rujl) 
made  obeyfance  to  them,  and  fate  downe  among  them, 
and  dranke  with  the  players,  and  afterward  he  fell  to 
play,  and  was  as  merrie  as  any  man  in  the  company : 
and  fo  long  he  played  and  paffed  the  time,  that  cleane 
hee  had  forgotten  what  he  had  to  doe  at  home,  and  the 
day  went  fall:  away,  and  the  night  approached.  Anon 
Riijh  looked  vp  and  perceiued  that  it  was  almoft  night, 
remembred  himfelfe  that  there  was  nothing  readie  at 
home  for  the  Priors  fupper  and  Couent,  and  it  was  al- 
moft fupper  time,  wherefore  he  thought  it  was  time  to 
depart  thence,  fo  he  payed  for  his  drinke  and  tooke  his 
leaue,  and  homeward  he  went,  and  in  his  way  he  found 
a fat  Cowe  grafing  in  the  field,  and  fodainly  he  deuided 
her  into  two  parts,  and  the  one  halfe  he  left  lying  there 
ftill,  and  the  other  halfe  he  tooke  on  his  necke  and  car- 
ried it  home,  and  quickly  hee  made  it  ready ; fome  he 
put  in  the  pot,  and  fome  vpon  the  fpit,  and  he  made  a 
great  fire  and  fet  on  the  pot,  and  layd  to  the  fpit : and 
he  made  meruailous  good  pottage,  and  rofted  the  meate 
very  well,  and  he  made  fuch  fpeede,  that  euery  thing 
was  ready  by  the  houre  accuftomed  to  goe  to  fupper, 
whereof  the  Prior  and  all  the  Friers  had  great  meruaile, 
that  he  had  made  euery  thing  readie  fo  foone,  and  was 
fo  well  done : for  they  knew  that  it  was  late  ere  he 
came  home  : for  fome  of  the  Friers  had  beene  in  the 
Kitchin  a little  before,  and  faw  neither  Cooke  nor  fire, 
nor  any  thing  prepared  toward  fupper : wherefore  they 
gaue  great  praife  to  and  faid  he  was  very  quicke 
in  his  office. 
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How  a Farmer  of  the  Priors  fought  his  Co  we,  and  how 
he  was  defolated  by  the  way  homeward,  and  was 
faine  to  lye  in  a hollow  Tree : and  of  the 
vifion  that  he  had. 

THere  was  a poore  hufbandman,  dwelling  there  be- 
fide,  which  was  a Farmer  of  the  Priors  : the  which 
poore  man  had  a Cowe  abroad  in  the  fields,  that  wasac- 
cuftomed  euery  night  to  come  home  at  a certaine  home, 
and  neuer  failed.  And  at  the  laft  a#  mifchaunce  fell 
vnto  her,  for  Frier  had  flaine  her  as  fhe  ftoodc  in 
the  field,  and  fo  fhee  failed  of  her  comming  home  at  her 
houre  as  fiiee  was  woont  to  doe.  And  when  the  poore 
man  fawe  that  his  Cowe  came  not  home : he  thought  in 
his  minde  it  was  not  well  with  her,  fo  foorth  he  went  in 
an  euening  for  to  feeke  his  Cowe,  and  fo  long  he  trauail- 
ed  about  in  the  fields,  that  at  the  laft  hee  found  the  one 
halfe  of  his  Cowe  lying  there : but  the  other  halfe  was 
cleane  gone,  and  fhee  was  fo  cleanly  deuided  in  two 
parts,  that  hee  imagined  in  his  minde,  that  it  was  not 
poflible  to  be  done  by  mans  hands,  for  if  any  wilde 
beafts  had  done  it,  they  would  haue  fpoyled  the  flefh  : 
fo  hee  returned  homeward  againe,  and  ere  hee  came  at 
the  halfe  way,  the  night  was  fo  darke  that  he  could  not 
fee  which  way  he  went,  and  fo  hee  went  out  of  his  way, 
and  houfe  could  he  finde  none : and  at  the  laft  he  came 
to  an  hollow  tree  wherein  he  fate  him  downe,  thinking 
there  to  take  his  reft  all  night,  and  he  had  not  fitten 
there  but  a while  : but  anon  there  aftembled  a company 
of  Deuils,  and  among  them  they  had  a great  principall 
Maifter  whofe  name  was  Lucifer y and  he  was  the  firft 
that  fpake : and  the  firft  that  was  called,  was  a Deuill 
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named  Belzabub,  and  with  a loud  voyce,  he  faid  vnto 
him : Belzabub  what  hast  thou  done  for  vs  ? Belzabub 
anfwered  and  faid  : Sir  I haue  caufed  debate  and  ftrife  to 
fall  betweene  brother  and  brother,  infomuch  the  one 
hath  flaine  the  other  : that  is  well  done  faid  the  maifter 
Deuill,  thou  lhalt  be  well  rewarded  for  thy  labour.  Then 
foorth  he  called  another  Deuill,  named  Incubus^  and  de- 
maunded  of  him  what  he  had  done  ? Sir  faid  Incubus^  I 
haue  caufed  great  debate  and  ftrife,  to  fall  betweene  two 
Lords,  through  the  which  they  haue  had  great  warres, 
and  many  men  haue  beene  flaine  : then  faid  the  maifter 
Deuill,  thou  art  a true  feruant  to  vs,  thou  fhalt  be  well 
rewarded  for  thy  great  labour  and  paine.  Then  faid 
the  great  maifter  vnto  another  Deuill,  named  Norpell, 
what  haft  thou  done  for  vs  ? Sir  faid  Norpell,  I haue 
beene  among  players  at  the  Dice  and  Gardes,  and  I haue 
caufed  them  to  fweare  many  great  oathes,  and  the  one  to 
flea  the  other  : and  alfo  I haue  caufed  debate  and  ftrife 
to  fall  betweene  man  and  wife,  and  caufed  the  wife  to 
cut  her  hufband^s  throat : that  was  well  done  faid  the 
Mafter,  thou  fhalt  be  well  rewarded  for  thy  labour. 
Then  foorth  came  another  Deuill  named  Downefneji, 
and  faid  : Sir  I haue  caufed  two  olde  women  to  fight  fo 
fore  together,  and  to  beat  each  other  about  the  head, 
that  their  eyes  flew  out : that  was  well  done  faid  the 
mafter  Deuill,  with  much  thanke  tjiou  fhalt  be  well  re- 
warded for  thy  labour.  Th^n  foorth  went  Frier  Rujh 
frefhly,  and  with  a good  courage,  and  faid  : Sir,  I am  in 
I a Religious  place,  and  I gouerne  the  Priour  and  his  Co- 
1 uent  as  I will  myfelfe,  and  they  haue  me  in  great  loue 
I and  fauour  : for  I doe  them  many  great  pleafures,  and  I 
haue  brought  them  faire  wenches  euery  man  one  when 
they  luft,  and  diuers  times  I haue  caufed  debate  and  ftrife 
to  fall  among  them,  and  I haue  made  them  ftaues  and 
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caufed  them  to  fight  ftifly  together,  and  to  breake  each 
others  head,  and  their  armes  and  legges,  and  yet  will  I 
doe  more  among  them  ere  I depart  out  of  the  place,  for 
I ftiall  make  fo  great  debate  and  ftrife  among  them,  and 
the  one  fhall  flea  the  other,  then  they  fliall  come  and 
dwell  with  vs  in  Hell,  and  burne  in  perpetuall  fire  with- 
out end.  Then  faid  the  maifter  Deuill  to  'Rujh:  if 
thou  haue  done  as  thou  haft  faid,  thou  haft  done  well 
thy  part,  and  I pray  thee  be  diligent  thy  felfe  about  thy 
bufinefle,  and  ftirre  them  to  fin,  and  fpecially  to  thefe 
three,  that  is  to  fay,  Wrath,  Gluttony,  and  Lechery,  and 
briefely  to  make  an  end  of  thy  enterprife,  and  flip  it 
not : and  when  thou  haft  done,  come  home,  and  thou 
fhalt  be  highly  exalted  and  well  rewarded  for  thy  great 
labour  and  paine.  When  had  tolde  his  tale  : the 
great  maifter  Deuill  commanded  euery  Deuill  to  goe  his 
way  and  doe  the  beft  he  could,  and  thus  they  departed  : 
fome  went  one  way  and  fome  another ; and  thus  they 
were  fcattered  abroad  in  the  world,  to  finifh  and  make  an 
end  of  their  enterprifes  that  they  had  taken  in  hand. 
And  when  the  poore  hulbandman  which  fate  in  the . 
Tree,  fawe  that  all  the  Deuils  were  departed  and  gone  : 
he  reioyced  in  his  heart  and  was  right  glad  thereof,  for 
as  long  as  they  were  there,  hee  was  euer  in  great  feare 
and  dread,  and  hee  was  afraid  that  they  fhould  haue 
feene  him  there,  and^euer  he  prayed  vnto  almighty  God 
to  be  his  guard,  and  faue  him  from  that  foule  and  euill 
fauoured  company  of  Deuils,  and  to  fend  him  the 
light  of  the  day  that  he  were  gone  out  of  that  place,  for 
hee  was  weary  that  hee  aboade  there  fo  long,  and  often- 
times he  looked  vp,  to  fee  if  hee  could  perceiue  any  light 
of  the  day  whereby  he  might  fee  to  depart  thence,  for 
till  then  he  durft  not  once  ftirre  out  of  that  place,  for 
he  feared  th^t  they  had  beene  there  ftill.  Then  within 
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a while  after,  the  day  began  to  appeare,  and  when  hee 
perceiued  that : anon  he  flarted  vp  and  looked  round 
about  him  abroade  in  the  fields,  and  when  he  perceiued 
: that  there  was  nobody  flirring  he  thanked  almighty 
God,  that  he  was  fo  preferued  out  of  that  great  ieopardy, 
and  fo  departed. 

How  the  Farmer  which  lay  in  the  Tree,  came  vnto  the 
Priour  on  the  morowe  after,  and  tolde  him  the 
wordes  that  hee  had  heard,  and  the  words 
of  Frier  and  that  he 
' was  a very  Deuill. 

AS  ibone  as  the  day  began  to  apeare  : the  poore 
Farmer  arofe  out  of  the  Tree,  and  tooke  his  way 
ftreight  to  the  Priour,  and  he  would  neuer  reft  till  he  had 
fpoken  with  him ; and  when  he  was  come  to  his 
fpeech,  anon  he  faide : Sir,  this  night  hath  fortuned  to 
me  a great  aduenture:  how  fo  faide  the  Priour?  fir, 
yefternight  late  in  the  evening,  I walked  foorth  in  the 
fieldes  to  feeke  a Cowe  which  I haue  miffed  this  foure 
or  hue  dayes,  and  fo  long  I wandered  abroad,  till  at  the 
laft  I founde  the  one  halfe  of  my  Cowe,  but  the  other 
halfe  was  gone  ; and  as  I woulde  haue  returned  home 
againe,  I was  benighted,  fo  fore  that  I loft  my  waye : 

: then  I wift  not  whether  to  goe,  but  fpying  a hollo  we 
; Tree,  I fate  me  downe,  thinking  there  to  take  my  reft 
till  the  day  appered  againe  : and  I had  not  fitten  there 
: but  a while,  but  inftantly  there  was  affembled  a great 
, cornpany  of  Deuills  which  made  a maruailous  great 
inoife,  whereof  I was  fore  afrayd.  They  had  arnong 
them  a great  mafter  named  Lucifer,  who  called  all  the 
reft  to  make  a reckoning  of  all  their  feruice  they  had 
done,  fmce  they  departed  out  of  Hell : there  I heard 
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many  marueilous  tales.  At  the  laft,  foorth  came  Frier 
Rujhy  then  faide  the  great  mafter  Lucifer  vnto  him,  Rujh^ 
what  haft  thou  done  fince  thou  departed  out  of  Hell  ? 
and  he  anfwered,  that  he  had  ruled  you,  and  all  your 
Couent,  and  caufed  you,  to  chide  and  fight,  and  were 
neucr  in  vnitie  and  peace  among  your  felues : and  he 
faid  he  had  caufed  you  to  liue  vicioufly,  and  yet  he  faide 
he  would  doe  more  ere  he  departed  out  of  this  place, 
for  he  will  caufe  you  to  kill  each  other,  and  then  you 
ftiould  be  damned  in  Hell,  both  bodie  and  foule.  And 
fo  euerie  Deuill  departed  and  went  about  their  bufines. 
Wherefore  take  heede,  for  he  is  a verie  Deuill.  And 
when  the  Priour  had  heard  the  wordes  of  the  Farmer, 
he  thanked  him  for  his  labor  and  fo  they  departed,  the 
Farmer  went  home  to  his  houfe,  but  the  Priour  was 
marueiloufly  abaflied  at  the  words  of  the  Farmer,  and 
went  into  his  chamber  and  was  much  grieued  in  his 
harte  that  he  had  fo  leudly  mifordered  himfelfe  againft 
his  Lord  God,  and  with  great  contrition  he  kneeled 
downe  vpon  his  knees,  and  alked  almighty  God  mercie, 
and  forgiuenes  for  the  great  and  greeuous  offences'  that 
he  had  committed  and  done  againft  him,  and  that 
he  had  fo  vildly  mifufed  the  order  of  his  Religion.  And 
when  he  had  thus  done,  he  departed  out  of  his  chamber 
and  went  into  the  Cloifter,  and  caufed  all  his  bretheren 
to  come  together,  and  when  they  were  all  affembled, 
the  Priour  told  them  euerie  worde  as  the  hulbandman 
had  told  him,  and  that  Rup  was  a verie  Deuill,  and  no 
earthly  creature;  at  the  which  they  were  fore  aftoniftied, 
and  were  right  forry  in  their  hartes,  that  they  had  fol- 
lowed him  io  much  in  his  minde,  and  done  after  his 
counfaile,  and  were  heauy  in  their  heartes  for  their  great 
and  abbominable  finnes  that  they  had  committed  and 
done,  & with  great  contrition  they  kneeled  downe  vpon 
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their  knees,  and  defired  almighty  God,  for  grace  and 
pardon.  Then  the  Priour  caufed  euery  man  to  fall  to 
contemplation  and  praier.  Then  foorth  they  went  and 
did  the  Priours  commaundement,  and  hriefely  made 
them  ready,  and  went  to  prayer  all  at  once.  And  when 
they  were  come  to  the  middest  of  their  feruice,  the 
Priour  departed  out  of  the  Church  and  went  to  the 
Kitchin,  wherin  he  found  Riijh  who  was  there  verie 
bufy;  then  the  priour  commaunded  him  to  ftand  ftill, 
and  by  vertue  of  almightie  God  and  of  all  the  com- 
panie  of  Heauen,  he  coniured  Rujh  into  the  likenes  of  a 
Horfe,  and  commaunded  him  to  goe  and  ftand  at  the 
gate  in  the  fame  place  that  he  flood  in  when  he  came 
thether  firft,  and  to  ftand  there  till  feruice  was  done  : fo 
foorth  went  RuJh  in  the  likenes  of  a Horfe,  aqd  ftood  at 
the  gate  as  the  Priour  had  commaunded  him.  And  when 
leruice  was  done,  the  Priour  and  his  brethren  went  to 
the  gate  to  fee  what  cafe  RuJJo  was  in : and  when  they 
were  come  thether  they  found  him  ftanding  in  the 
likenes  of  a Horfe.  Then  they  demaunded  him  to 
what  entent  he  came  into  their  place,  and  why  he  taried 
there  fo  long  ? Syrs  faid  RuJJj : I came  hither  to  caufe 
you  to  do  all  milchife  as  is  aforefaid,  and  yet  I would 
haue  done  more  ere  I had  gone  hence  : for  I would  haue 
caufed  you  to  flaye  other,  and  to  be  damned  both  bodie 
and  foule.  And  when  they  had  heard  the  words  of  Rujflo^ 
euery  man  held  vp  his  h^nds  and  thanked  almighty 
God,  that  they  had  fo  well  efcaped  that  great  misfor- 
tune. Then  defired  the  Priour  licence  to  depart 
thence,  and  promifed  that  he  would  neuer  more  come 
there,  nor  doe  any  man  more  hurt:  vjion  that  condition 
the  Priour  gaue  him  leaue  to  depart.  Thus  Rii/h  de- 
parted from  the  place,  and  the  Friers  went  to  their 
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Cloyfter,  and  lined  there  folitarie  and  chaft  euer  aftei*. 
and  ferued  alraightie  God  better  than  euer  they  did 
before. 


The  Lamentation  that  KuJ})  made  when  hee  was 
departed  out  of  the  houfe  of  Religion. 

■\7^Hen  Ruj}3  was  bahlfhed  out  of  the  houfe  of  Reli- 
* ’ gion,  and  was  turned  into  the  fame  likenelTe  that 
he  was,  then  he  wand  red  abroad  in  the  worlde  with  an 
beauie  heart,  & thefe  words  he  faid : Alas,  alas,  what 
ihall  I doe,  I wote  not  now  whether  to  gOe,  for  all  my 
feuen  yeres  labour  is  loft.  And  as  he  wandred  about,  by 
fortune  he  met  with  his  rhafter  Lucifer^  but  he  would  not 
haue  feene  him  by  his  will:  neuertheles  his  maifter  efpied 
him  quickly,  and  faid  to  him  Rujh  what  tydings  with 
thee  ? Sir  faid  Rufi^  I haue  loft  all  my  labour  that  I 
haue  gone  about  this  vii.  years.  How  fo,  faide  his 
Maifter?  Sir,  1 Ihall  fliew  you  faid  RuJh.  The  laft 
time  that  we  were  aflembled  together,  there  was  a poore 
man  lay  in  an  old  tree  hard  belide  vs,  & he  heard  all 
that  we  faid  : and  when  we  were  departed,  he  arofe  and 
went  vnto  the  Priour  and  Ihewed  him  all  that  we  faide, 
and  fpecially  the  wordes  that  I had  fpoken,  and  fo  all 
my  labour  is  loft,  & am  banillied  that  place.  W ell, 
laid  the  mafter  Diuell  to  Rufiy  thou  ftialt  goe  fome 
other  way  abrode,  and  looke  if  thou  canft  finde  any 
thing  to  doe : Then  RuJJo  walked  about  in  the  country, 
& long  it  was  ere  he  could  get  any  feruice  : At  laft  he 
fortuned  to  come  vnto  a hufbandmans  houfe  which 
lacked  a feruant,  where  he  was  entertained,  but  fore 
a<yainft  the  wifes  confent.  For  this  hufbandmans  wife 
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was  a very  faire  woman,  and  fhe  loued  well  the  parifli 
Prieft,  and  he  loved  her  againe,  in  fo  much  that  often 
times  they  made  good  cheere  and  banketted  together, 
and  fo  continued  and  kept  company  together  a long 
time.  Their  meeting  was  fo  priuie  and  fo  fecrete,  that 
it  was  neuer  knowen,  and  they  fure  enough  of  the  good 
man,  for  he  was  accuftomed  euerie  morning  to  rife  early 
and  to  goe  farre  into  the  field,  and  becaufe  his  wife 
would  preuent  his  comming  home  to  dinner,  fhe  would 
alwaies  giue  him  his  victailes  in  a bagg  with  him,  and 
a bottell  full  of  drinke,  to  the  intent  he  fhould  tarie  in 
thefeeldes  from  morning  to  night:  fhe  would  not  fufFer 
him  to  keepe  a feruant  or  to  haue  any  manner  of  helpe  : 
for  fhe  was  afraide  that  if  they  fhould  haue  a feruant, 
her  fecretes  fhould  be  knowen,  and  the  goodman  alfo 
feared  that  if  he  fliould  take  a feruant,  that  he  would 
haue  but  lirtle  luft  to  tarrie  there  : for  the  Deuill  him- 
felfe  could  not  endure  the  chiding  and  brawling  of  that 
woman  : by  which  meanes  fhe  kept  her  hufband  with- 
out a feruant  a long  time  : For  fhee  knew  well,  that  as 
long  as  her  hufband  was  in  the  feeld,  the  Priell  and  fhe 
might  haue  their  meeting,  but  at  length  fhee  was 
deceiued. 


How  HuJJo  came  to  a Hufbandman  (labouring  in  the 
Field)  and  dcfired  to  bee  entertained  into 
his  feruice. 

RUfla  trauailing  vp  and  down,  came  to  a Hufband- 
man who  was  labouring  in  the  field,  being  all 
.alone,  and  fpake  thefe  wordes  vnto  him  : Reft  you  merie 
fir,  me  thinks  you  take  great  paines  to  worke  fo  fore 
your  felfe  : will  it  pleafe  you  to  enteirtaine  a feruant  ? I 
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am  a pbore  young  man  & am  out  of  feruice,  and  I am 
very  willing  to  feme  you  if  you  pleafe : arid  I truft  to 
doe  you  fuch  feruice,  as  fliaU  be  to  your  good  content  j 
The  hufbandman  anfwered  him,  and  faide  j young  man, 
I would  gladly  giue  you  entertainement,  but  my  wife 
will  neuer  be  pleafed  with  any  feruant  that  (hall  come 
into  my  houfe  : Sir  faid  Hujh  let  me  alone,  for  1 lhall  fo 
Worke  the  matter,  that  my  dame  fliall  be  well  pleafed 
with  me : well  faid  the  hufbandman,  tarry  with  me  till 
I haue  done  my  bufines,  and  thou  fhalt  goe  home 
with  me : when  he  had  finifhed  his‘  dayes  worke,  Rujh 
went  home  with  him,  they  were  no  fooner  come  into 
the  houfe,  but  the  wife  efpying  fhe  began  to 

gloome  and  to  looke  meruailous  angerly  at  him  : which 
the  good  man  perceiuing,  he  faide  unto  her,  dame,  I 
pray  thee  to  be  contented,  thou  knoweft  well  inough 
that  I haue  more  labour  to  doe,  then  I arii  able  to  make 
an  end  of  alone,  and  therefore  I haue  hyred  this  young 
man  to  help  me : when  his  wife  heard  thofe  wordes,  fhe 
was  more  angry  then  before,  and  began  to  braule  and 
fcolde  as  if  the  Deuill  had  bene  in  her,  and  faid  vnto 
him  : what  a vengance  needefl  thou  to  take  a feruant  ? 
thou  art  able  inough  thy  felfe  to  doe  all  the  bufines  that 
we  haue  to  doe,  and  why  fliould  we  take  more  charge 
vpon  vs  then>ve  are  able  to  beare  ? but  I now  perceiue 
thou  art  giuen  to  lazines,  and  haft  little  minde  to  work 
thy  felfe  : when  the  good  man  heard  her  fo  highly  dif- 
pleafed,  he  faid,  dame,  I pray  thee  be  contented,  the 
young  man  is  honeft,  and  he  hath  promifed  me  to  be  a 
good  feruant  : yet  for  all  thefe  fpeeches  fhe  would  not 
be  pacifyed,  but  brawled  ftill:  when  RuJJj  perceiued  her 
great  impaciencie,  he  faid  vnto  her  : dame  I pray  you  be 
contented,  and  be  not  angry  with  me,  for  you  fhall  haue 
no  caufc,  my  Mafter  hath  hyred  me  but  for  a while, 

vpon 


I 


of  Frier  Rufli. 

vpon  a tryali,  and  I truft,  in  that  time,  fo  to  behauc  my 
felfe,  as  to  giiie  you  both  content : and  when  my  time 
commeth  out,  if  you  like  my  Seruice  you  (hall  haue  it 
before  any  other  whatfoeuer : if  not,  I will  be  very  Well 
content  to  depart.  When  the  wife  heard  Rujh  fpeake  fo 
' refonably,  (lie  pacifyed  her  felfe,  and  faid  no  more : 
which  caufed  the  good  man  to  be  very  glad,  and  fo  fhe 
fet  them  to  fupper,  and  as  they  fate  at  meate,  Rujb  de- 
manded of  his  Matter  what  he  fhould  doe  the  next  day  ? 
his  Matter  anfwered,  thou  muft  rife  early  and  goe  to 
the  field,  and  make*  an  end  of  that  which  I was  about 
this  day;  (which  was  a great  dayes  worke)  fo  when 
they  had  fupt  they  went  to  bed.  Early  in  the  morning 
Rujfh  arofe  and  went  to  the  field,  and  wrought  fo  luftily, 
that  he  had  done  his  worke  betimes ; for  when  his  Maf- 
ter  came  to  bring  him  his  Breakfaff,  all  his  worke  was 
finifhed,  whereat  his  Mafter  had  great  maruaile  : then 
they  fate  downe  to  breakfaft,  which  being  ended  they 
went  home,  and  did  fuch  thinges  as  were  there  to  bee 
done : when  his  Dame  fawe  that  he  had  fo  foone  ended 
his  bufines,  flie  thought  that  he  was  a profitable 
feruant,  and  faid  little  but  let  him  alone.  In  the  Euen- 
ing  Riijh  demaunded  of  his  Mafter  what  hee  fliould  doe 
the  next  morrow  ? his  Mafter  appointed  him  twice  fo 
much  as  hee  did  the  day  before,  which  Rujh  refufed  not, 
but  got  vp  earely  in  the  morning,  and  went  to  the  Field, 
and  about  his  worke ; fo  foone  as  his  Mafter  was  ready, 
he  tooke  his  mans  breakfaft  and  came  to  the  field, 
fttinking  to  helpe  Rr/J7:):  (but  he  was  no  fooner  come 
from  his  houfe,  but  the  Prieft;  came  to  fee  bis  wife,  and 
prefently  ftiee  made  ready  fome  good  meate  for  them  to 
be  merry  withall,  and  whyle  it  was  a dreffing,  they  fate 
fporting  together,  who  had  bcene  there  fhould  haue 
Icene  many  louing  touches.)  And  when  the  goodman 
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came  to  the  Field,  he  found  that  Rt//i  had  done  all  that 
which  he  appointed,  whereof  he  had  great  maruaile : 
then  they  fate  downe  to  breakfaft,  and  as  they  fate  toge- 
ther, Ri(/7j  beheld  his  Mailers  Ihoone,  and  perceiued 
that  for  fault  of  greafing  they  were  very  hard : Then 
faid  Bujh  to  his  Mailer,  why  are  not  your  Ihooes  better 
greafed,  I maruaile  that  you  can  goe  in  them,  they  be  fo 
hard  ? Haue  you  no  more  at  home  ? Yes,  faid  his  Maf- 
ter,  I haue  another  payre  lying  vnder  a great  Cheft  at 
home  in  my  chamber  : Then  faid  Rujh,  I will  goe  home 
and  greafe  them  that  you  may  put  them  on  to  morrow: 
and  fo  he  walked  homeward  merrily  and  fung  by  the 
way.  And  when  he  approached  neare  the  houfe,  he 
fang  out  very  loude  : with  that  his  Dame  looked  out  at 
the  window,  and  perceiued  that  it  was  her  feruant,  Shee 
faid  vnto  the  Priell:  alas,  what  lliall  we  doe?  our 
feruant  is  come  home,  and  my  Hulband  will  not  be 
long  after,  and  with  that  llie  thrull  the  meate  into  the 
Ouen,  and  all  that  was  vpon  the  Table.  Where  lliall 
I hyde  me  faid  the  Priell  ? Goe  into  the  chamber,  and 
creepe  vnder  the  great  Chell  among  the  olde  Ihoone,  and 
I lhall  couer  you,  and  fo  he  did  : And  when  RnJJj  was 
come  into  the  houfe,  his  Dame  alkcd  him,  why  he  came 
home  fo  foone  ? Rujb  anfwered  and  faid  : I haue  done  all 
my  bufines,  and  my  Mailer  commaunded  me  to  come 
home  and  greafe  his  Ihoone.  Then  he  went  into  the 
Chamber  and  looked  vnder  the  Cheft,  and  there  hee 
found  the  Priell,  and  he  tooke  him  by  the  hedes  and 
drew  him  out,  and  faid,  thou  whorefon  Priell,  what 
dooll  thou  hecre?  With  that,  the  Priell  held  vp  his 
hands  and  cryed  him  mercy,  anddefired  him  (o  faue  his 
honelly,  and  hee  would  neuer  more  come  there  : And  fo 
Rujh  let  him  goe  for  that  once. 

How 
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RtS  came  home  to  make  cleane  the  Stable,  and 
how  hee  found  the  Prieft  vnder  the  Maunger 
couered  with  Straw. 

Within  a while  after  this  forefaid  Prieft  began  to 
wax  warme,  and  thought  once  againe  to  aduen* 
ture  himfelfe  and  goe  to  the  Hufbandmans  houfe: 
When  he  perceiued  that  the  Goodman  and  Rujh  his 
Sei'uant  was  in  the  field  a labouring,  hee  went  with  all 
fpeed  to  the  houfe,  and  when  he  was  entered,  the  Wife 
faid  he  was  welcome,  and  made  ready  a good  diih  of 
meate  and  fet  it  on  the  Table  before  the  Prieftj  then  fliee 
drew  drinke  and  fate  downe  befide  him  : who  had  beene 
there  fliould  haue  feene  many  wanton  toyes  between 
them  two,  and  they  had  not  fitten  there  long,  but  anon 
RuJh  came  finging  homeward,  and  when  flie  efpyed  him, 
file  was  abaflied  and  wifi  not  what  to  doe  but  thrufi 
the  meate  into  the  Ouen  as  flie  did  before.  Then  faid 
the  Prieft  where  fiiall  I hyde  me?  come  with  me,  faid 
the  wife,  into  the  Stable,  and  creepe  vnder  the  Maunger, 
and  1 fiiall  couer  you  with  draw,  and  tary  there  till  he 
be  gone  againe,  and  then  Ihe  turned  againe  into  the 
houfe  where  flie  found  Rii/h  her  Seruant,  and  anon  fiie 
demaunded  of  him  why  he  came  home  fo  foone  ? Rujh 
anfwered,  that  he  had  done  all  his  bufines,  and  he  was 
come  to  make  cleane  the  Stable,  and  when  the  Wife 
heard  that,  fliee  was  forry  in  her  heart,  for  file  doubted 
that  he  would  finde  the  Prieft  againe.  Then  foorth 
went  Rujl  into  the  fiable  and  tooke  a great  forke  in 
his  hand  and  began  to  fiiake  vp  the  Straw  : and  when 
he  came  to  the  heape  that  the  Prieft  lay  in,  the  which 
feemcd  to  him  very  great,  yet  ncuerthelelTe  with  his 
torke  he  took  all  vp  at  once  and  bare  it  out  of  the 
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doorc,  and  laide  it  on  a great  heape  of  mucke  that  lay 
there,  and  with  his  forke  he  fhaked  the  ftraw  abroad, 
and  when  hee  had  fliakenout  a little,  anon  he  was  aware 
of  the  Priefts  Gowne  : then  hee  faid,  what  a Deuill  art 
thou  ? and  with  his  forke  he  turned  the  heape,  and  then 
hee  perceiued  that  the  Prieft  was  come  againe  : then 
with  his  forke  he  gaue  him  three  or  foure  good  dry 
fVripes  and  faid,  whorefon  Prieft,  what  doft  thou  heere  ? 
thou  promifed  me  the  laft  day  neuer  more  to  come  heere, 
and  now  I fee  thou  art  a falfe  Prieft,  but  now  I ftiall 
make  an  end  of  thee,  and  then  flialt  thou  neuer  deceiue 
me  more.  And  when  the  Prieft  heard  him  fay  fo,  he 
fell  vpon  his  knees  and  held  vp  his  hands,  and  prayed 
Hujh  to  faue  his  honor  once  againe  and  he  would  neuer 
come  there  more,  and  if  he  did  then  to  doe  with  him 
what  he  would. 

Thus  Rujh  let  the  Prieft  goe  the  fecond  time. 


How  Kujh  came  home  and  found  the  Prieft  in  the 
Cheefe-balket,  and  how  hee  trayled  him 
about  the  Towne. 

THen  within  a fortnight  or  three  weekes  after,  the 
Prieft  thought  he  was  long  abfent  from  the  Hus-r 
bandmans  wife.  And  though  it  ftiould  coft  him  his 
life,  yet  would  he  goe  thither  once  againe  : And  on  a day 
he  perceiuing  the  goodman  was  gone  to  the  Field,  he  ■ 
tooke  his  waye  vnto  the  houfe,  and  was  fo  hafty,  that 
aU'oone  as  he  was  entred  into  the  houfe,  hee  caught  the 
wife  and  would  haue  imbraced  her,  but  fliee  quickjy 
got  from  him  againe,  and  went  and  prepared  good 
cheare  for  him,  as  fhe  was  wont  to  doe  : for  they 
thought  themfelues  fure  enough  for  the  time,  but  yet 
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they  were  deceiiied  : For  when  the  goodman  was  come 
to  the  Field,  Kujh  had  done  all  his  bufines,  then  they 
fate  downe,  and  brake  their  faft  with  Bread  and  Cheefc  : 
and  as  they  fate  eating,  ~RuJh  fpyed  a hayre  in  the 
Cheefe,  and  then  he  faid  to  his  Mailer,  I trow  my  Dame 
would  poyfon  vs,  or  elfe  Ihe  waflieth  not  the  Bafket 
that  the  Cheefe  lyeth  in,  behold  it  is  all  full  of  haires,  I 
will  goe  home  and  wafli  the  balket  and  make  it  cleane  : 
fo  leaning  his  Mailer  in  the  field  and  walking  home- 
ward, he  fling  merrily  all  the  way.  And  'when  he  ap- 
proached neare  the  houfe,  the  Wife  knew  his  voyce  and 
perceiued  that  he  was  comming.  Then  wringing  her 
hands  Ihe  faid  vnto  the  Piiefl,  goe  hyde  you,  or  elfe  you 
be  but  dead.  Where  fhall  I hyde  me  faid  the  Priefl  ? 
Goe  vp  into  the  chamber  and  leape  iuto  the  balket  that 
hangeth  out  at  the  window,  and  I fliall  call  you  when 
he  is  gone  againe.  Then  anon  in  came  Rujh  and  fhe 
alked  him  why  he  came  home  fo  foone  ? then  faid  Kujh., 
I haue  done  all  my  bufines  in  the  field,  and  my  Maf- 
ter  hath  fent  me  home  to  walh  your  Cheefe-bafket,  for 
it  is  full  of  haires,  and  fo  he  went  into  the  Chamber, 
and  with  his  knife  he  cut  the  rope  that  the  balket  hung 
by,  and  downe  fell  Priell  and  all  into  a great  poole  of 
water  that  was  vnder  the  window  : then  went  he  into 
the  ftable  for  a Horfe  and  rode  into  the  poole,  and  tooke 
the  rope  that  hung  at  the  balket,  & tying  it  to  the 
horfes  tayle,  rode  through  the  poole  three  or  4 
times.  Then  he  rode  through  the  Towne  to  caufe  the 
people  to  wonder  at  him,  and  fo  came  home  againe. 
And  all  this  while  he  made  as  though  he  had  knowne 
nothing,  but  looking  behinde  him,  efpyed  the  Priell. 
Then  he  alighted  downe,  and  faid  vnto  him  : Thou 
fhalt  neuer  more  efcape  me,  thy  life  is  loll.  With  that, 
the  Priell  held  vp  his  hands  and  faid,  heere  is  a hundred 
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peeces  of  gold,  take  them  and  let  megoe.  So  Rujh  tooke 
the  golde  and  let  the  Prieft  goe.  And  when  his  Mafler 
catne  home,  he  gaue  him  the  halfe  of  his  money,  and 
bad  him  farwell,  for  he  would  goe  fee  the  world. 

How  RuJh  became  Seruant  to  a Gentleman,  and  how 
the  Deuill  was  Coniured  out  of  the  body  of  the 
Gentlemans  Daughter. 

'\l^Hen  RuJh  was  departed  from  the  Hulbandman,  he 
^ ^ went  abroad  in  the  Countrey,  to  looke  if  he  could 
find  any  more  aduentures;  and  fo  long  he  trauailcd 
about,  that  at  laft  he  efpyed  a Gentlemans  place,  vnto 
the  which  he  tooke  his  way.  And  when  he  was  come 
thither,  as  chance  was,  he  found  the  gentleman  walking 
vp  and  down  before  his  gate.  And  when  Rujh  was 
approached  neare  vnto  him,  he  put  off  his  bonet 
and  faluted  him  faying:  Reft  you  merry  good  gentleman  : 
Welcome  faid  he : Sir,  faid  Rujhy  I am  a poore  young 
man  and  am  out  of  feruice,  and  faine  would  I haue  a 
good  Mafter.  What  Countryman  art  thou  faid  the 
Gentleman  & from  whence  commeft  thou  ? Sir,  faid 
Rujhy  I was  borne  farre  hence  and  many  a myle  haue  I 
gone  to  feeke  a good  feruice,  but  none  can  I find.  What 
canft  thou  doe  faid  the  gentleman,  and  what  is  thy 
name  ? Sir  faid  RuJ}:>,  I can  doe  any  manner  of  thing 
that  fhall  pleafe  you  tofet  me  vnto,  & Rujh  is  my  name. 
Then  faid  the  gentleman  vnto  him : RuJ^j  tarry  heere 
with  me,  and  I will  retaine  thee  into  my  feruice.  When 
RuJ}j  heard  the  gentleman  fpeake  fo,  hee  thanked  him 
much  and  tarryed  there.  Then  as  the  Gentleman  and 
Rujh  went  talkiag  together,  the  gentleman  faid  vnto 
him : Rujh  thou  haft  trauailed  farre  and  gone  through 
many  ftrange  Countries : canft  thou  fhew  me  where  to 

findc 
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finde  any  man,  can  Coniure  a fpirit  out  of  a womans 
body  ? Sir,  faid  why  afke  you  me  that  queftion  ? 

I fhall  fhew  thee,  faid  the  gentleman,  I haue  a Daugh- 
ter which  is  a faire  young  woman,  but  die  is  fore  trou- 
bled in  her  minde,  and  as  I fuppofe  fhee  hath  fome 
Diiiell  within  her  body.  Sir,  faid  Rujh,  I pray  you  let 
me  fee  her,  and  I truft  fpeedily  to  finde  remedy  for  her. 
Then  the  gentleman  brought  RuJJ)  into  the  place  and 
{hewed  him  his  Daughter.  And  when  he  faw  her  he 
knew  what  file  had  within  her  body  ; Anon  he  faid 
vnto  the  gentleman,  fir  there  is  remedy  enough  for 
this.  Well  faid  the  gentleman,  if  thou  canfl  finde  me 
any  that  can  helpe  her  thereof,  I will  reward  him  well'., 
for  his  labour,  and  thee  alfo.  Sir,  I will  fhew  you 
what  is  to  be  done,  there  is  a place  of  Religion  a forty 
or  fifty  miles  hence,  wherein  I was  a feruant  a long 
time,  and  the  Priour  is  a cunning  man  in  that  fcience : 
and  I doubt  not,  but  if  he  were  lieere  euen  now  fhe 
fhould  be  holpen  within  this  houre.  When  the  gentle- 
man heard  the  words  of  Rii^d^  he  reioyced  in  his  heart 
and  was  full  glad  of  that  good  tydings.  And  on  the 
morrow  after,  the  gentleman  fent  his  feruant  with  his 
letters  vnto  that  houfe  of  Religion,  defiring  the  Priour 
to  come  and  fpeake  with  him.  When  the  Priour  had 
read  the  gentlemans  letters,  and  knew  for  what  caufe 
he  was  fent  for,  he  made  him  ready  to  ride  with  the 
meffcnger.  Then  forth  they  rode,  and  the  next  day 
• they  arriued.  at  the  Gentlemans  place.  When  the  gen- 
tleman vnderfiood  that  the  Priour  was  come,  he  was 
glad  and  went  to  the  gate,  and  with  great  reuerence  he 
receiued  the  Priour,  and  brought  him  into  his  place. 
Then  the  gentleman  commanded  his  feruant  to  fill  a 
cup  of  Wine,  that  the  Priour  and  he  might  drinke  to- 
gether. And  when  they  had  drunke  and  refrelhed 
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themfelues  well,  they  walked  foorth  into  a faire  Garden, 
and  then  they  commoned  together  of  many  things,  and 
when  they  had  finifhed  all  their  communications,  the 
Gentleman  faid  vnto  the  Priour:  Sir,  the  caufe  that  you 
be  come  hither  is  this.  It  is  fo,  that  I haue  a young 
Gentlewoman  to  my  daughter  which  is  grieuoufly 
vexed  and  troubled  in  her  minde>  and  as  I fuppofe  fhe 
hath  fome  wicked  Spirit  in  her  body,  and  fir,  it  was 
fhewed  me  by  a feruant  of  mine  which  was  long  feruant 
in  your  place,  that  you  could  helpe  her.  Sir  faid  the 
Priour  what  is  his  name  The  gentleman  faid  his  name 
is  liujh.  And  when  the  Priour  heard  his  name  heeknew 
him  well  enough,  and  faid  vnto  the  gentleman,  fir,  caufe 
the  gentlewoman  to  come  before  me  and  I truft  in  al- 
mighty God,  fliortly  to  finde  a remedy  for  her,  and 
when  the  gentleman  heard  the  Priour  fpeake  fo,  he  was 
glad  in  his  heart,  and  commanded  in  all  haft  to  bring 
foorth  his  Daughter  before  the  Priour:  and  when  fhe 
was  come  into  his  prefence,  he  commanded  her  to 
kneele  downe  vpon  her  knees,  and  alfo  he  commanded 
her  Father  and  her  Mother,  and  all  the  company  that 
were  there  prefent,  in  likewife  to  kneele  vpon  their 
knees,  and  pray  vnto  almighty  God  for  the  y'oung 
Gentlewoman.  And  then  he  himfelfe  faid  certaine 
prayers  ouer  her  : then  he  lifted  vp  his  hand  and  blefled 
her,  and  incontinent  there  flew  a great  Deuill  out  of 
her  mouth.  And  the  Priour  bound  the  Deuill  fo,  that 
neuer  after  he  came  there.  Thus  was  the  young  gentle- 
woman reftored  to  her  right  minde  and  health  againe. 
Then  the  Gentleman  would  haue  giuen  .to  the  Priour  a 
great  fumme  of  money  for  his  labour,  but  he  would 
take  none,  but  faid  vnto  the  gentleman  : Sir,  I haue  a 
new  Church  in  building,  and  I lacke  Lead  to  couer  the 
roofe  : and  as  it  is  informed  me,  this  is  a plentiful! 

Countrey 
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Countrey  thereof.  Wherefore  fir,  if  it  will  pleafe  you 
to  giue  me  afmuch  as  fhall  feme  me : I and  my 

Bretheren  fhall  bee  your  dayly  beadfmen,  and  you  fhall 
be  prayed  for  as  long  as  the  world  endureth.  Yee  lhall 
haue  as  much  as  fhall  ferue  you,  faid  the  gentleman  : But 
how  will  you  doe  for  the  carriage  ? Wellinough  faid  the 
Priour.  Then  the  gentleman  brought  him  to  a great 
heape  of  Lead,  and  bad  him  take  afmuch  as  would  ferue 
him.  Prefeiitly  the  Priour  called  foorth  Rujh  and  com- 
manded him  to  take  on  his  necke  fo  much  Lead  as  would 
couer  his  Church,  and  beare  it  home,  and  come  againe 
quickly.  So  Rujlo  tooke  the  lead  on  his  necke  at  once 
and  carryed  it  home,  and  he  was  there  againe  within 
halfe  an  houre.  Then  the  Priour  tooke  his  leaue  of  the 
Gentleman  and  departed,' commaunding  Rufl)  to  bring 
him  home  alfo.  Then  Kujh  tooke  him  on  his  necke, 
and  within  one  quarter  of  an  houre  he  was  at  home. 
Then  the  Priour  coniured  Riijh  a^ine  into  his  owne 
likeneffe,  and  commaunded  him  to  goe  into  an  olde 
Caftle  that  flood  farre  within  the  Forreft,  and 
neuer  more  to  come  out,  but  to  remaine 
there  for  euer.  From  which  Deuill 
and  all  other  Deuils,  defend 
vs  good  Lord. 

Amen. 


FINIS. 


Harding  and  Wright,  Pnntere,  St,  John’s  square,  London. 


